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R. MICHAEL CASSIDY  

P.O. Box 422  

Winchester, MA 01890  

michael.cassidy@bc.edu  

(617) 548-8834 

 

EDUCATION 

 

HARVARD LAW SCHOOL, Cambridge, Massachusetts Juris Doctor, magna cum laude, 1985. 

 

UNIVERSITY OF NOTRE DAME, South Bend, Indiana Bachelor of Arts, magna cum laude, 1982. 

Major: Government. Phi Beta Kappa. 

 

 

EXPERIENCE 

 

(PRESENT) BOSTON COLLEGE LAW SCHOOL 

 
Professor of Law (tenured since 2005) 

  

Courses: Evidence 

Criminal Law 

White Collar Crime 

Prosecutorial Ethics 

Advanced Evidence: Trial Objections 

Professional and Moral Responsibility of Lawyers 

  

Awards: Slizewski Distinguished Teaching Award (2005, 2010, 2016, 2019 and 2020) 

Student Yearbook Dedication (2003 and 2006) 

Faculty Pro Bono Service Award (2006) 

University Public Service Award (2002) 

     

Faculty Director 

Rappaport Center for Law & Public Policy (2015-2018) 

Supported research and hosted lectures, debates and roundtable discussions on important public policy 
issues affecting Greater Boston and Massachusetts. Center also provides fellowships and mentoring support 

for law students interested in pursuing careers in government service. 
 

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs (2007-2010) 

Responsible for all aspects of the academic program, including developing curriculum; making teaching 
assignments; recruiting, training and mentoring new full-time faculty; hiring adjunct faculty; planning 

faculty colloquia and symposia; complying with ABA accreditation standards; promoting faculty 
scholarship; implementing academic policies; hearing allegations of student academic misconduct; and, 

providing direction to staff in Registrar’s office. Advised Dean on strategic initiatives. 

 

Associate Dean for Administration and Finance (1996-2002) 

Responsible for administrative operations of the law school, including Admissions, Financial Aid, Career 
Services, Public Relations & Print Marketing, Law Reviews, and Faculty Support. Chief law School 

personnel officer and fiscal officer, responsible for managing an annual operating budget of 
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PROSECUTORIAL ETHICS (West, 3d ed., 2019). 

PROFESSIONAL RESPONSIBILITY IN FOCUS (Wolters/Kluwer 2017)(with John P. 

Sahl, Benjamin P. Cooper and Margaret C. Tarkington). 

LAWYERS AND FUNDAMENTAL MORAL RESPONSIBILITY (Lexis/Nexis, 2d ed., 

2010)(with Daniel R. Coquillette and Judith A. McMorrow). 

MASSACHUSETTS GUIDE TO EVIDENCE (contributing editor)(Flaschner Judicial 

Institute, 2018-present). 

 

ARTICLES AND BOOK CHAPTERS 

 
Undue Influence: The Role of Prosecutors in Parole Proceedings, 16 OHIO ST. J. CRIM. L. 293 

(2019) (invited symposium contribution). 

Catholic Social Thought and Criminal Justice Reform, 15 J. CATH. SOC. THOUGHT 261 

(2018)(peer reviewed). 

The Grand Jury: A Shield of a Different Sort, 51. GA. L. REV. 1001 (2017)(with Julian A. 

Cook, III)(invited symposium contribution). 

Silencing Grand Jury Witnesses, 91 IND. L. J. 823 (2016). 

Sentencing Reform: The Power of Reasons, 97 MASS. L. REV. 80 (2016) (with Robert L. 

Ullmann). 

Reforming the Law School Curriculum from the Top Down, 64 J. LEGAL EDUC. 428 (2015). 
(Ad)ministering Justice: A Prosecutor’s Ethical Duty to Support Sentencing Reform, 45 LOY U. 

CHI. L. J. 981 (2014). 

Strategic Austerity: How Some Law School Affordability Initiatives Could Actually Improve 
Learning Outcomes, 17 CHAP. L. REV.119 (2013)(invited symposium contribution). 

Beyond Practical Skills: Nine Steps for Improving Legal Education Now, 53 B. C. L. REV. No. 

1515 (2012). 

The Model Penal Code’s Wrong Turn: Renunciation as a Defense to Criminal Conspiracy, 64 

FLA. L. REV. 353 (2012)(with Gregory I. Massing). 

Plea Bargaining, Discovery and the Intractable Problem of Impeachment Disclosures, 64 

VAND. L. REV. 1429 (2011)(Winner, AALS Professional Responsibility Section “Zacharias 

Prize” for best legal ethics article published in 2011). 

Some Reflections on Ethics and Plea Bargaining: an Essay in Honor of Fred Zacharias, 48 

SAN DIEGO L. REV. 93 (2011)(invited contribution). 

FEDERAL CRIMINAL DISCOVERY: HANDBOOK REGARDING      

EXCULPATORY & IMPEACHMENT MATERIAL (MCLE 2009)(contributing 

author). 

The Prosecutor and the Press: Lessons (Not) Learned from the Mike Nifong Debacle, 71 

LAW & CONTEMP. PROBS. 67 (2008) (peer reviewed). 

Reconsidering Spousal Privileges after Crawford, 33 AM. J. CRIM. L. 339 (2006). 

Character and Context: What Virtue Theory Can Teach Us About a Prosecutor’s 
Ethical Duty to “Seek Justice,” 82 NOTRE DAME L. REV. 635 (2006). 

Soft Words of Hope: Giglio, Accomplice Witnesses, and the Problem of Implied 
Inducements, 98 NW. U. L. REV. 1129 (2004). 

Sharing Sacred Secrets: Is it (Past) Time for a Dangerous Person Exception to the Clergy-

Penitent Privilege?, 44 WM. & MARY L. REV. 1627 (2003). 
Toward a More Independent Grand Jury: Recasting and Enforcing a Prosecutor’s Duty to 

Disclose Exculpatory Evidence, 13 GEO. J. LEGAL ETHICS 361 (2000). 

Comment, Public Education and Crime: Supreme Court Backs States’ Rights, 81 MASS. L. 

REV. 41 (1996).
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Comment, Commonwealth v. Amral, 76 MASS. L. REV. 7 (1991). 
The Massachusetts Drug Asset Forfeiture Law: A Dialogue, 75 MASS. L. REV. 165 

(1990)(with Oliver Mitchell). 

 

ESSAYS, REPORTS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS 
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Symposium Participant, Virtue, Citizenship, and the Law: Interdisciplinary Perspectives, Syracuse 

University School of Law, May 21-22, 2012 (discussing virtue theory and role of punishment in criminal 

law). 

Panelist, In the Wake of Whitey: Legal Responses to Organized Crime, New England Law/Boston, 

November 15, 2011 (invited symposium, New England Journal of Civil and Criminal Confinement). 

Plenary Speaker, The Ethical Prosecutor, Connecticut State’s Attorneys Annual Meeting 

(June 16, 2011). 

Moderator, The SJC’s Treatment of Protections for Civil Liberties under Cognate Provisions of the 
Massachusetts Constitution, Supreme Judicial Court Historical Society (February 9, 2011). 

Speaker, “Plea Bargaining and Discovery: The Intractable Problem of Impeachment Disclosures,” 

St. Louis University School of Law faculty colloquia series (January 26, 2011). 

Convener and Moderator; ABA Roundtable on Professionalism in Criminal Practice, Boston 

College Law School (October 22, 2010). 

Panelist, The Future of Legal Education, Harvard Law School (October 9, 2010). 

Moderator, Federal Criminal Discovery in the District of Massachusetts, United States District 

Court, District of Massachusetts (December 16, 2009). 

Plenary Speaker, “The Duke Lacrosse Case and a Prosecutor’s Duty to Disclose Exculpatory 

Evidence,” American Bar Association’s 34th National Conference on Professional Responsibility (May 

29, 2008). 

Presenter, “Student Vocational Discernment: Sparking the Spiritual, Moral, and Professional 

Formation of Young Adults,” Conference of Religiously Affiliated Law Schools (April 7, 2008). 

Speaker, “Torture in Criminal Investigations—Is it Ever Moral?,” Religious Values and the Practice 
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Boston Globe, Sports Illustrated, Boston Magazine, Baltimore Sun, ABA Journal, National Public Radio, 

WBZ News and New England Cable News. 

 


