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1) Have	formal	learning	outcomes	for	the	department’s	Core	courses	been	developed?	What	are	they?	
(What	specific	sets	of	skills	and	knowledge	does	the	department	expect	students	completing	its	Core	
courses	to	have	acquired?)	

The	Department	of	Physics	Core	courses	share	with	the	university’s	Natural	Science	Core	the	same	
desired	outcomes,	namely	that	at	the	completion	of	a	Core	course	students	will	have:	

a) expanded	their	understanding	of	the	principles,	body	of	knowledge,	and	investigative	strategies	



develop	specific	ways	to	better	meet	program	goals,	including	changes	in	the	curriculum	to	address	
deficiencies.					

5) What	were	the	assessment	results	and	what	changes	have	been	made	as	a	result	of	using	this	
data/evidence?		(What	were	the	major	assessment	findings?	Have	there	been	any	recent	changes	to	
your	curriculum	or	program?	How	did	the	assessment	data	contribute	to	those	changes?)	 	

Currently	the	department	offers	four	Core	courses.	Three	are	traditional	problem-solving	courses,	one	is	
algebra-based,	and	the	other	two	are	calculus-based	(a	smaller	course	for	physical	science	majors,	and	a	
larger	course	for	Biology	majors	and	students	in	the	Pre-Health	Program).		The	three	of	them	comprise	
the	basic	areas	of	physics	at	the	introductory	level,	but	differ	in	the	level	of	rigor	and	mathematical	
detail.		The	results	of	the	Force	Concept	Inventory	and	student	evaluations	are	continually	reviewed	to	
improve	those	courses.	Our	students	typically	score	well	above	the	


