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1) Have	formal	learning	outcomes	for	the	department’s	Core	courses	been	developed?	What	are	they?	
(What	specific	sets	of	skills	and	knowledge	does	the	department	expect	students	completing	its	Core	
courses	to	have	acquired?)	

Yes. As part of a departmental self study in 2012, the following learning outcomes for the Literature Core 
were established: 

By the successful completion of their Literature Core course, students will be able to 
demonstrate: 

• an ability to close-read, interpret, and analyze texts; 
• an ability to write clear, coherent, organized, grammatically correct and stylistically 

competent prose; 
• an awareness of literary genres and terminology; 
• a recognition of the historical and cultural specificity of literary texts; and 
• an appreciation of the human imagination. 

 

2) Where	are	these	learning	outcomes	published?	Be	specific.	(Where	are	the	department’s	expected	
learning	outcomes	for	its	Core	courses	accessible:	on	the	web,	



discuss, compare, and evaluate their pedagogical approaches and results.  (Nearly 40 faculty viewed our 
videos). The final installment in this series, which we hope will continue next year, will include testimony 
from students about online writing in the new EnCore course-configuration described below). This 
experiment was also featured in May 2019’s “Excellence in Teaching” day. 

Secondly, the full department held a discussion assessing on our so-called “EnCore” experiments for 
AY 2019. These EnCore sessions, which are also designed in part to channel innovations from Core 
Renewal into Lit Core, took two configurations in AY2019 : two sections of a year long “linked” FWS 
and Lit Core sections, and two parallel Literature Core “big question” sections that included evening 
reflection meetings and (in one case) a shared extracurricular event (attending a play).  These new 
sections aimed to address concerns students expressed to the external assessment about the perceived lack 
of continuity between FWS and Lit Core, as well as the broader University desire to address more of the 
“whole person” beyond the classroom.  To summarize briefly: three of these instructors of the “Big 
Question” sections (out of four) were very positive about the results; both of the FWS/Lit Core teachers 
were positive as well, though scheduling issues limited the success of one of them. 

4) Who interprets the evidence? What is the process?		


