
Form E-1-A for Boston College Core Curriculum

Department/Program: EARTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCES

1) Have formal learning outcomes for the department’s Core courses been developed?
What are they? (What specific sets of skills and knowledge does the department expect
students completing its Core courses to have acquired?)

EESC Core courses are designed to help students achieve the Learning Goals listed below. Although
any given EESC Core course is unlikely to promote every goal on this list, our Core course faculty
endeavor to promote as many of these goals as possible in each course.

1. Demonstrate an awareness of how scientific concepts and methods are employed in the study of
planet Earth and its environment, and how this awareness is necessary for liberally educated
people in the 21st century.

2. Demonstrate an awareness of the principles and strategies of natural science that are employed in
the study of planet Earth and its environment.

3. Demonstrate an awareness of the critical role that the Earth and Environmental sciences play in
contemporary society.

4. Demonstrate an awareness of the power of the scientific method in the study of planet Earth and
in solving the Earth’s environmental problems.

5. Demonstrate an awareness of the limitations of science in the study of planet Earth and in solving
Earth’s environmental problems.

6. Demonstrate an awareness of the application of mathematics and other sciences as they are used
in the study of planet Earth and its environment.

7. Demonstrate how the Earth and Environmental sciences affect humans.
8. Demonstrate how humans are affecting the environment and habitability of our �emo
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Fall 2021: 588 seats/588 enrolled
Spring 2022: 610 seats/625 enrolled
Fall 2022: 505 seats/508 enrolled

This does not include the 100-200 seats available each semester to first-year students in Complex
Problems and Enduring Questions courses, which also are usually all filled. We clearly could offer more
core classes to meet student interests. Another problem is that essentially all of the seats in regular
core classes are taken before the incoming freshman class registers over the summer. This means that
these courses are generally filled with juniors and seniors, and so they provide less opportunity for
students to find and join our majors. We will keep seeking opportunities for our professors to teach
high-quality core courses.

6)  Date of the most recent program review. (Your latest comprehensive departmental
self-study and external review.)

Spring 2010


