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determine if your absence is excused and, if so, what can be done to make-up for 
the material you missed.   

 
Classroom Conduct:  Students are expected and required to maintain a professional and 

pleasant environment that facilitates learning.  Any disrespectful, disruptive, or 
otherwise unbecoming behavior will result in a verbal warning.  If such behaviors 
continue the student will be issued a written notice.  Upon the third violation the 
student will be administratively dropped from the course.  Students are 
encouraged and expected to: 
1. Arrive on time. 
2. Do not leave early (except for a legitimate/valid reason). 
3. Be courteous to the Professor and to their fellow peers. 
4. Do not talk while Professor or other student is talking or during exams. 
5. Silence/turn off and put away all cell phones, etc.  
6. Only use laptops/tablets for taking class notes. 
7. Maintain maturity and professionalism.   
8. Participate in class activities and discussions. 

 
Grading Policy: Each student’s course grade will be determined on the basis of the 

student’s overall performance on the homework assignments, current event 
presentation, in-class participation, guest speaker 
attendance/preparedness/participation, exams, and group project.   

 
Homework Assignments          20% 
Current Events Presentation     10% 
Group Project        15% 
Class attendance, participation, etc.    10% 
Guest speakers      5% 
Midterms        40%   

 
There are two midterm exams and each are worth 20 percent of the course grade.  
 
Note: Should a student miss one midterm exam, he/she is required to contact the 
Professor before the scheduled day/time or immediately thereafter, subject to 
feasibility.  The student will provide the appropriate documentation to the 
Professor, as requested, to support the excused absence (e.g., illness).  The student 
is then required to take the comprehensive final exam that will replaced the 
missed midterm exam and count for 20 percent. 

 
Homework Assignments (HW): Homework assignments will be posted on Canvas 

throughout the semester.  The HW assignments for 20 percent of the course grade.  
,
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are designed to provide additional aid in understanding the subject material 
covered in class and as a review for the midterms.  You are welcome and 
encouraged to form study groups and work on the PS collectively. You can 
submit one PS per max. 4-
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titles and authors, podcast names, etc.  The inclusion of this information is not  
part of the minimum one-page requirement, however. 

 
Presentation/Discussion of Current Events (CE):  Students will choose or be assigned 

a class period in which they and 1+ of their classmates will present and discuss 
current event articles chosen collectively by the class and the Professor.  The CE 
presentation counts for 10 percent of the course grade.  Students are expected to 
research their chosen/assigned topic and encouraged to prepare a slide deck.  
(Note: a rule of thumb is one slide per minute.)  The slides, formatted as a .pdf or 
.pptx, needs to be emailed to the Professor in advance of the class so that it can be 
uploaded and ready.  (Note: please do not email the Professor a link to your 
Google Slides; instead, download them as a .pptx or .pdf and email this file 
instead.)  The group will present the findings of their research in a ~20 minute 
presentation.  Five additional minutes will be devoted to classroom discussion and 
question.  The last slide of the presentation should summarize all of the sources 
used in the research.  Many of the topics can be easily researched using the New 
York Times, the Wall Street Journal, or any of your preferred credible media 
outlets.   

 
Attendance and Participation (AP):  All students are expected to be in attendance for 

the current event and guest speakers.  Moreover, students are expected to 
contribute to and participate in class discussions and lectures.  This will help 
comprise 10 percent of the course grade.  

 
Group Project (GP): Students will form or be assigned groups, likely 4 persons.  Each 

group member will read T.R. Reid’s The Healing of America.  After soliciting 
group preferences, the Professor will assign each group a collection of countries 
to research regarding their health care market, demographics, diseases, etc.  Each 
group member will research his/her assigned/chosen country.  Along with the 
current health care system, it would be helpful to provide a general description of 
the country, its location, demographics, health problems, income level, etc.  
Additionally, it should be briefly mentioned and explained which type of health 
care system each assigned country has by comparing it to those presented by 
Reid.  As a group, the students will then prepare a 30-minute presentation to be 
presented to the Professor during the University’s assigned time for the final 
exam.  Since the Affordable Care Act (ACA) is now in peril, the groups will 
conclude their presentation by offering suggestions for an ideal health insurance 
system in the U.S.  As with the CE Presentations, there should be a slide at the 
conclusion of each country that summarizes the sources of information.  
Supporting tables and graphs are strongly encouraged so that the presentation is 
not entirely text.  A rule of thumb is one slide per minute.  Students are welcome, 
and encouraged, to use notes when they present to the Professor; thus, it is not 
necessary that anything be memorized.  The groups are encouraged to ensure that 
the presentations are properly and consistently edited.  The presentations will be 
emailed to the Professor in advanced of the assigned/chosen presentation time on 
the day of the final.  Again, please ensure that this file is a .pdf or .pptx and not a 
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link to Google Slides.  The Professor may interrupt the presentation with 
questions or comments and a brief discussion with the Professor will conclude the 
students’ presentation. 

 
Grades for the group project will be distributed based on peer evaluations.  Upon 
completion of the project, students will rate their individual and group members’ 
participation on a scale of 1-5 regarding his/her: 1) cooperation; 2) dependability; 
3) participation; 4) quality of work; and 5) interest and enthusiasm.  The Professor 
will then average these scores across the group members and in an effort to 
eliminate “free-riders,” each group members’ score will be weighted by the 
average of their individual and peer assessments.  The group project counts for 15 
percent of the course grade.   

 
Midterms (MT): There will be two midterm exams.  You are expected to be present for 

each examination, as there will be no make-up exams.  Missing an exam will 
result in a grade of zero.  Should the student miss one midterm exam, he/she is 
required to contact the Professor before the scheduled day/time or immediately 
thereafter, subject to feasibility.  The student will provide the appropriate 
documentation to the Professor, as requested, to support the excused absence 
(e.g., illness) and the student will be required to take a comprehensive final exam.  
Should the student miss an exam and not contact the Professor and/or not 
provide an acceptable excuse, he/she will be assigned a grade of zero for the 
unexcused missed midterm exam and thus not eligible for the comprehensive 
final exam. 

 
 You may use a basic calculator during the exam; you cannot use a graphing 

calculator your cell phone, your PDA, etc., however.  The Professor will have 
calculators available during the exam for everyone to share. 

   
Grade Appeals: If you believe that a mistake has been made in the grading of one of the 

assignments/exams, you should submit your assignment/exam to the Professor 
immediately at the conclusion of the class in which the assignment/exam was 
returned/reviewed.  No appeals will be considered after this time.  No appeals 
will be considered if the student was not in class on the day the 
assignments/exams were returned/reviewed.  Appeals must be submitted in 
written form, listing the question number and a clear explanation for the 
appeal.  Appeals can result in your grade being raised or lowered. 

 
Guest Speakers: A series of guest speakers will be visiting our course.  Five percent of 

your course grade will be based on your on-time arrival, attention, and 
participation during the lecture.  Additionally, students must submit three 
questions for the speaker in hardcopy at the beginning of lecture; no late 
submissions of questions will be accepted.  Information on the guest speakers will 
be communicated on Canvas in advance of the speaker’s visit.   

 
Academic Integrity: Academic dishonesty is not tolerated in any form.  Please see the  
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university’s policies and procedures regarding academic integrity. 
http://www.bc.edu/offices/stserv/academic/integrity.html 

 
Intellectual Property: Please note that all the course materials are copyrighted and 

considered the intellectual property of the Professor.  Thus, the reproduction, 
reposting, etc. of any materials without the explicit permission of the Professor is 
forbidden. 

 
Dropping the Course: Classes can be dropped/added online (UIS) until Jan. 25, 2017.  

The last day to drop/add or pass/fail a course in the Associate Dean’s office is 
Feb. 15, 2017.  Official withdrawals from courses must be completed before Apr. 
20, 2017. 

 
Suggestions for Success:  While the material presented will be analytical, theoretical,  

and cumulative in nature it is my hope that each student succeeds in class.  
Students who put forth the effort and work hard should succeed in class.  Here are 
my suggestions for success:   
1. Read the assigned chapter before arriving to class. 
2. Attend class. 
3. Take notes and be attentive during class. 
4. Review notes and readings nightly. 
5. Form study groups. 
6. Do problem sets. 
7. Ask questions. 
8. Visit office hours. 
9. Do not get behind. 
10. Stay positive. 

 
Special Needs and Disabilities: If you anticipate barriers related to the format or 

requirements of this course, please contact me as soon as possible so that we can 
discuss ways to best to coordinate your accommodations.  If you determine that 
disability-related arrangements are necessary, please contact Paulette Durrett, 
Assistant Dean for Students with Disabilities (617.552.3470, 
paulette.durrett@bc.edu, disabilityservices@bc.edu, 
http://www.bc.edu/offices/dos/disabilityservices.html).  The Connors Family 




