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1. Interested students must obtain departmental approval to become a SOC candidate by 
submitting to the department Chair or the Chair’s designee a written proposal for a project 
sufficiently substantive to warrant a two semester, 6-credit/semester, advanced independent 
research project (in general this means about 240 hours of work per semester) accompanied 
by a supporting letter from the faculty advisor +,'-,*&-*&.)*/)0'11'10*-2*&.)*3)1'-,*4)%,*
!$%33)35 

2. The Chair will review the proposal considering the scholarly nature and level of 
sophistication of the project, the feasibility of the research, the preparation of the student to 
undertake the project, and how the research fits the overall academic development of the 
student. If the Chair decides to admit the student to the department’s Advanced Independent 
Research course, a letter of nomination along with copies of the proposal and advisor’s letter 
should be sent to Associate Dean Tom Mogan (thomas.mogan@bc.edu) and James Teixeira 
(james.teixeira@bc.edu) no later than G+F4+5F&0H(!+I*+ED+'(JRH(LMLS. The 



projects, when near completion, must be formally nominated for Scholar review, and, upon 
completion, must be submitted to both the research advisor &4F(a second, independent 
reviewer appointed by the Chair for evaluation. 
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Projects awarded Scholar of the College status are meant to represent the very highest level of 
undergraduate research and thesis work in the Morrissey College of Arts and Sciences. Roughly 10-
20% of those who enroll in Advanced Independent Research and who are thereby candidates for 
Scholars convert their work to more regular undergraduate research or thesis designation. 

 
The letters of evaluation by the research advisor and the second reader are very important documents.  
Both must contain a recommendation for a grade of A or A- for the 9 or 12 credit project. ?-&.*
)(%$"%&'-13*%,)*!%,)2"$$4*,)(')8)6*/4*&.)*6)%13*%16*&.)*<"60)3*2-,*&.)*@!A%,&.4*B,'C)5*
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For May 2025 Graduates 
Submission of packet with chair’s comments & 

decision, advisor’s letter, and proposal due* 

Wednesday, September 4, 2024 - Preferred 

Deadline 

Wednesday, September 18, 2024 - Final 

Deadline 

Expected Enrollment in Advanced Independent 

Research Courses  

Fall & Spring of Senior Year 

1. Scholar’s Status & Progress Report from 

advisor due (Part 1)* 

2. Appointment of Second Reviewer due (Part 2)* 

Friday, January 17, 2025 

Submission of final version of Scholar’s projects 

due )$'(/",&'*#0(1'23+("$452F+'&*2$4e 

Wednesday, April 16, 2025 

Submission of final version of Scholar’s projects 

due )$'(!"#$%&'($)(*#+(,$%%+-+("$452F+'&*2$4e 

Wednesday, April 23, 2025 

All Faculty Advisor and Second Reader 

evaluations due* 

Wednesday, April 30, 2025  

Scholar of the College Banquet (McCarthy Prize 

winners announced) 

Monday, May 5, 2025 

 
*Please email all deliverables to Associate Dean Tom Mogan (thomas.mogan@bc.edu) and James 
Teixeira (james.teixeira@bc.edu). 


