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have understood the manna, I think, as just unmerited pure divine grace, not dependent on 
something like the land, which by his time the Israelites would have known that they could lose 
because they had lost it by that point, and then regained it, but were about to lose it again. 

There’s something in Jesus’s mind here.  I think he wants to go back to that desert experience of 
simply the dependency on pure grace as a way of understanding the material goods that he receives 
in his ministry.  I think that’s there.  It’s, again, just a hunch, but I think it’s there.  So that’s where 
my mind is with that particular verse. 

“Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who have trespassed against us.”  I think this is a lot 
about . . . I like that Matthew talks about debt here.  We say trespasses, but the original word could 
also mean debt.  Luke, by the way, changes the word trespasses, or debt, to sins.  “Forgive us our 
sins as we, ourselves, forgive everyone indebted to us.” PfT20 Tc 0 T2di3  1.7(”y3)  3( o)-2.324
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