owens: | wanted to start by asking
about your most recent book. It is a sub-
ject of much of your writing and your col-
umns as well. How bad is it today? What
kind of mess are we in with Trump?

dionne: Let me invoke the Dickensian
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they had already identified 10 anti-Trump
organizations that formed spontaneously.
Interestingly, all were either led or co-led
by women.

Theda told me that, also interestingly,

a lot of the leaders came out of main-

line Protestantism. A lot of them were
active in their churches. And these were
brand new organizations, so Trump has
reminded anyone who doubted it that
politics in general, and electoral politics
in particular, matters a great deal. | think
we might see the results of that this No-

2 | the boisi center interview: e.j. dionne



Then there is clearly a racial-—and, in
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versus the German church when Hitler
was in power. Our model should certain-
ly be the Confessing Church. That, in a
particularly dramatic and extreme way,
illustrates what can happen with religion.

owens: Who are our prophets to-

day then? If the Confessing Church
represents a strident resistance to the
powerful norms of the day, and especially

4 | the boisi center interview: e.j. dionne



help but be moved by this movie. Now
here is one of the leading critics of this
film saying to the students who liked the
movie: “I do not think you are bad people.
I utterly get where you’re coming from.
Now, let me tell you what’s wrong with
the film.”

Also: Arnie Eisen, who is head of the
Jewish Theological Seminary, is an in-
credibly thoughtful person and old friend
of mine. We were talking before about
Russell Moore. He certainly was a strong
voice during the election, and I think
my friend Mike Gerson, a columnist for
The Washington Post, represents voices
within the evangelical community who
have challenged Trumpism in important
ways——Michael even more than Russell
Moore. Pete Wayner, Mike’s good friend,
has done some of that.

And then at BC: | cannot help but men-
tion my friend Cathy Kaveny. I think
Cathy is a very, very important voice. |
think her most recent book, Prophecy
without Contempt (Harvard University
Press, 2016) is such a powerful idea

at a moment when politics is so full of
contempt and when so many people on
all sides feel so much contempt for each
other. Boy, is she a welcome voice in this
conversation.

[end]
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