




 

 
• It was remarked that faculty going into residence halls for talks, meetings, or 

other events have found the experience somewhat artificial.  Students need and 
desire activities that will draw them out of their dorm rooms and pull them into 
“community,” but these activities need to be organic, such as theme residence 
halls (e.g., foreign-language halls, social-justice halls, etc.) that can bring together 
students and faculty who are already united in part by a shared interest.  

• It was noted that graduate students should also be considered as potential 
contributors to these learning communities. 

• A Council member observed that the Cornerstone seminars have been particularly 
effective in bringing students together in learning communities.   

• It was observed that, particularly for junior faculty, unless the university makes 
clear that it encourages and acknowledges faculty contributions to residential 
learning activities, there are few effective incentives for faculty to make greater 
investments in activity in the residence halls.  Including an “academic core” of 
faculty office space, seminar rooms, etc. in each residence hall is a concept that 
should be investigated.  Appropriate housing for faculty in or near residence halls 
is another possibility.  Council members noted that among faculty there is 
significant interest in becoming involved with students, but that resources--
particularly time--remain scarce.  The university could show its commitment by 
asking faculty to report their participation in residential learning programs on the 
faculty member’s annual report. 

• A comment was made that students harbor a concern that residential learning 
communities will encroach on their ability to relax.  It was stated that generally, 
residential learning communities are voluntary and populated by students who 
self-select. 

 
4. Provost's Report 

The Provost announced that the Statutes have been reviewed over the summer.  BC is 
unique in having definitional statements as well as procedural details--which no other 
institution includes in its Statutes.  Discussion has begun on de-coupling the 
procedural details, which may be put into a faculty handbook.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


