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The University Council on Teaching discussed the use of Advanced Placement (AP) by 
students entering Boston College during several of its meetings this spring. The Council 
is concerned that as BC attracts a greater number of better students and as AP courses 
proliferate across the country, more and more students are replacing university Core 
courses with AP courses taken in high school. We believe this goes against the goal of 
a liberal arts education experience for all Boston College students and likely also has 
consequences for the Core program itself. 
 
�%�D�F�N�J�U�R�X�Q�G��
During the UCT’s deliberations on AP, the committee met with Mary French, Associate 
Director for Transfer Admissions, Office of Undergraduate Admission, who is in charge 
of Advanced Placement for Undergraduate Admissions, and with Professor Richard 
Cobb-Stevens, Director of the Core Curriculum. We sincerely thank these individuals for 
assisting the Committee.   
 
The University Core Curriculum consists of 15 semester courses (see Appendix 1 or 
�+http://www.bc.edu/offices/stserv/academic/resources/policy.html#corecur).  (The 
College of Arts and Sciences and the Carroll School of Management also have a 
language proficiency requirement, but this is not a formal part of the University Core 
program.)  Advanced Placement Units can be used by students to place out of classes 
at BC, but do not count toward the 38 courses needed to graduate, unless a student 
has AP Units equal to eight or more three-credit courses and applies for Advanced 
Standing. While there are several different types of AP Units (see 
�+http://www.bc.edu/admission/undergrad/process/advstanding.html), the principal ones 
used by our incoming students are the College Board Advanced Placement Exams.  
Most, but not all, students taking these exams have completed corresponding AP 
courses in high school. The exams are largely multiple-choice tests and are scored on a 
scale of one to five. Currently, students need a score of four or five in subject areas 
other than the foreign languages to be exempt from a BC required course. There are 
about 40 different subject area tests offered by the College Board (see 
�+http://www.collegeboard.com/student/testing/ap/subjects.html).   
  
�7�K�H���3�U�R�E�O�H�P��
Data compiled by Admissions and provided by Mary French indicates that the entering 
Class of 2012 achieved AP qualifying scores on 4,861 high-school AP tests or, on 
average, more than two per incoming student. The number for any given student varies 
widely, from zero to more than eight. There is no University-wide data on the number of 
students who use AP courses to actually place out of Core courses. However, data from 
an informal 2008 Student Services survey of degree audits for 357 students in the Class 
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certain number of AP courses in order to be recommended for college. Students are not 
taking AP courses to get out of college requirements. As Mary French indicated, many 
students are unaware that AP credit will allow them to waive our Core requirements until 
they arrive at BC. Thus, it seems that the most commonly heard reason as to why AP 
credit need be used for Core requirements doesn’t actually hold. 
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the Core, such as in the natural sciences. Here, we might allow the student a 
choice of an advanced course in the area of their AP or a Core course in another 
related subject. For instance, if a student were to AP out of chemistry, the 
student would have the choice of taking an advanced course in chemistry or a 
Core course in one of the other natural sciences. The problem with this 
approach, as brought up by Professor Cobb-Stevens, is that the more advanced 
courses are not specifically designed to meet Core criteria. 

 
4b.In place of 4a, the UCT particularly recommends asking departments teaching in 

the Core to offer advanced “honors Core” courses open only to students who 
obtain a score of five on the relevant AP exams. Thus, a student with a five 
would not be able to place out of the Core, but would be eligible to place into an 
advanced Core course in this subject area. Students are thus rewarded for their 
work in high school and gain a bit of prestige. In addition, the UCT feels such 
classes would be popular and challenging for the faculty to teach. Such “honors 
Core” courses, like all Core courses, would require the approval of the University 
Core Development Committee.   

 
�&�O�R�V�L�Q�J���6�W�D�W�H�P�H�Q�W��
The University Core is a vital part of a BC education and is a key part of preparing our 
graduates to face the multiple challenges of the 21st century.  The UCT sees the Core at 
BC as being diluted by an ever-increasing number of our students who place out of 
Core curriculum courses on the basis of AP exams or by other methods. As BC 
continues to attract more qualified students, this trend will increase and the central 
place of the Core in a BC education will be further threatened. Allowing students to 
avoid Core curriculum courses serves to narrow the focus and education of our 
students. It also takes many of our better students out of Core classes. The UCT 
therefore calls upon the Provost’s Office to initiate a careful study of the use of 
Advanced Placement at Boston College and particularly its use by students for placing 
out of University Core courses. The Committee feels that this is an important and timely 
issue, particularly as undergraduate requirements are currently being reexamined in 
light of the new forthcoming credit-based graduation requirements. 
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Appendix 1 
Boston College University Core Course Requirements 

 
The following courses comprise the Core Curriculum and are required for all students 
entering Boston College: 
 

�x One course in Arts (Fine Arts, Music, Theatre) 
�x One course in Cultural Diversity (The Cultural Diversity requirement may be 

fulfilled by an appropriate course taken to fulfill another Core requirement, a 
major requirement, or an elective) 

�x Two courses in History (Modern History) 
�x One course in Writing 
�x One course in Literature (Classics, English, Germanic Studies, Romance 

Language and Literatures, Slavic and Eastern Languages) 
�x One course in Mathematics 
�x Two courses in Natural Science (Biology, Chemistry, Geology-Geophysics, 

Physics) 
�x Two courses in Social Science (Psychology in Education, Economics, Political 

Science, Psychology, Sociology)  
�x Two courses in Philosophy 
�x Two courses in Theology 
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