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Proposed Future Projects 

Summary and Rationale for Proposed Projects 

As stated in previous chapters, Boston College’s Strategic Plan offers a vision for the 
University’s future by identifying its academic, co-curricular and residential priorities for the 
coming decade. The 10-year Institutional Master Plan proposes the facilities necessary to 
fulfill this strategic vision.  
 
The addition of the Integrated Science Center, for example, will augment the scientific 
research currently conducted on campus that holds promise for a better future. Among the 
ongoing research that stands to benefit from these new facilities: advanced developments in a 
cure for Tay Sachs disease, which disproportionately affects people of Jewish and Eastern 
European ancestry; the creation of a common alloy to achieve a boost in thermoelectric 
performance—a milestone that could pave the way for a new generation of cleaner-running 
and more energy-efficient products; innovations in medicinal chemistry, which have the 
potential to revolutionize the drug industry; and new data analysis software, which could lead 
to a better understanding of how DNA affects disease. Establishing new science facilities 
complements the University’s strategic goal to commit targeted resources to establish Boston 
College as a national leader in the sciences, and the University’s mission to improve the 
human condition.  
 
Similarly, research on aging, standardized testing, Social Security and retirement, and the 
balance between work and family will be enhanced through the construction of new 
academic buildings, which will facilitate research at the highest levels, in fulfillment of the 
University’s strategic commitment to address urgent societal problems. 
 
The culture of volunteerism that inspires 444,000 hours of local volunteer community service 
performed by Boston College students annually will be fostered by a new University Center that 
will supply desperately needed space for Boston College’s 230 student organizations.  
 

Chapter 5 Cha



  
 
 

5-2  Proposed Future Projects  

 

 

t h a t  a c c o m p a n i e s  i t  w i l l  s u p p o r t  t h e  r e - a f f i l i a t i o



Institutional Master Plan 

 
 

Proposed Future Projects  5-3   

Proposed Future Projects - Boston 

While Boston College’s plans for the next 10 years include projects on all three campuses, this 
section describes the specific projects located in the City of Boston, including properties located 
on the Brighton Campus and the Chestnut Hill Campus. Projects in the City of Newton are not a 
formal part of the IMP submittal to the City of Boston, but are an integral part of the 10-year plan 
for the development of Boston College. The Newton
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Table 5-2 Proposed Future Projects (Boston Properties) 

Proposed Future 
Project Location 

Map No. on 
Figure 5-1 Current Uses 

Proposed Future Uses 
Proposed Building  
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Brighton Campus 

Five hundred beds of undergraduate housing are planned for two locations on the Brighton 
Campus: alongside the main entrance (spine road) to the Brighton Campus, and on the 
interior of the Brighton Campus.  

Commonwealth Avenue Site   

The main-entrance site off Commonwealth Avenue will accommodate approximately 
150 apartment-style beds for juniors and seniors in one building. The primary wing is sited 
along the Brighton Campus main entrance (spine road), minimizing the need to disturb the 
existing landscape at the corner of Lake Street and Commonwealth Avenue. The building will 
be four-to-five stories in height. It will benefit from existing topography and vegetation to 
shade it from the west during summer months. It is scheduled to be built during phase one 
of IMP construction, within 1-3 years. 

Interior of Brighton Campus 

The interior Brighton Campus site, currently a surface parking lot, will accommodate 
approximately 350 apartment-style beds. Two buildings will be built west of the spine road 
and will be set back approximately 230 feet from Lake Street and buffered by the existing 
wooded slope that runs along the western edge of the campus. It is scheduled to be built 
during phase three of IMP construction, beginning in 7-10 years.  
 
This proposed housing will frame a one-acre quadrangle with the northern edge formed by the 
School of Theology and Ministry library. A plaza area at the southern edge of this open space will 
provide a transition for the grade change between the housing and the spine road. The 
accompanying courtyard will allow natural light to reach each of the interior-facing rooms. The 
narrow buildings and green courtyards significantly decrease the amount of impervious surface 
and stormwater runoff. 

Jesuit Faculty and Graduate Student Housing 

Housing for Jesuit faculty and graduate students of the Weston Jesuit School of Theology, 
which is relocating to Boston College, is planned on the east side of Foster Street opposite 
St. Clement’s Hall on the Brighton Campus. Specially designed to meet the residential, 
educational and spiritual needs of Jesuit faculty and seminarians, the project will 
accommodate up to 75 beds in five buildings of two to three stories, clustered around a 
central green. Each residential building includes a living and dining area, kitchen, bedrooms 
and a chapel and fosters the formation of “small living communities.” 
 
The buildings will be approximately 20 to 25 feet in height, with a total area of approximately 
40,000 to 50,000 sf, and will be at a scale compatible with adjacent residential and 
institutional neighbors. About 40 on-site parking spaces will be provided to serve the 
residents. The project includes a set back of 75 feet from the rear lot line of the neighboring 
homes on Portina Road. The natural rock outcropping on the south side of the site will be 
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¦ Softball field with 500 seats. This field will be located northeast of Bishop Peterson Hall, 
will have a synthetic playing surface and will be lighted. 

¦ Intramural field. This field will be located north of Bishop Peterson Hall, will have a 
natural grass surface, will be lighted, and will have no permanent spectator seating. 

¦ 
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Support Facilities 

Beacon Street Garage Expansion 

The existing 825-space Beacon Street Garage is slated for a 350-space expansion. The expanded 
parking garage will replace surface parking areas eliminated by other future projects and will 
accommodate employees and visitors to the Chestnut Hill Campus. The approximately 122,500 sf 
addition will be added on the east side of the current garage next to Shea Field. Construction is 
scheduled to start within years 4 through 6.   

Parking Garage on the Brighton Campus 

A new parking garage to serve Brighton Campus faculty, staff and visitors will be constructed 
along the spine road near the entrance to the Brighton Athletics Center. It will contain 
approximately 500 spaces on five levels. This parking facility is located approximately 190 feet 
from the property line shared with the adjacent Lane Park neighborhood. Construction is 
scheduled to start within years 1 through 3. 

Re-use of Existing Brighton Campus Facilities  

Prior Master Plan Amendments 

Because the University acquired the Brighton Campus in multiple transactions beginning as 
early as August, 2004, two Amendments to the existing Boston College Master Plan have 
already addressed the renovation and reuse of a few existing buildings. 
 
The first Amendment, approved in 2006, extended the Boston College Institutional Master 
Plan Area to include approximately 46 acres of the Brighton Campus, and approved the 
renovation and re-use of (i) St. William’s Hall for offices and classrooms for the School of 
Theology and Ministry, (ii) the former Card
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Bishop Peterson Hall 

As mentioned above, Bishop Peterson Hall will be used on a temporary basis as the home of the 
School of Theology and Ministry while St. William’s Hall is under renovation. Upon the removal 
of the School of Theology and Ministry to its permanent home, the University plans to renovate 
Bishop Peterson Hall for use as administrative offices. 

Cardinal’s Residence  

The first amendment to Boston College’s 2000 IMP included the re-use of the former Cardinal’s 
Residence as a conference and meeting facility for faculty, staff and alumni, and anticipated only 
cosmetic improvements to the building. During the period of the 10-year Master Plan, Boston 
College anticipates making further improvements and upgrades to this facility, including 
improvements to the kitchen and dining areas, to better support the planned use.  

Chancery and Creagh Library  

The Chancery and Creagh Library, located on the southern end of the property near 
Commonwealth Avenue, contain 66,100 sf of space, previously used as offices and a library 
by the Archdiocese. Boston College plans to renovate these buildings for administrative 
office space.  

St. John’s Hall 

Boston College also leases 12,000 sf of space from the Roman Catholic Archdiocese of 
Boston in St. John’s Hall (St. John’s Seminary). The planned use of this space is 
administrative office space. 

Construction Cost Estimates  

During the development of all the projects included in Boston College’s 10-year Master Plan, 
the University expects to spend a total of $1 billion on construction of individual projects and 
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Table 5-3 Proposed Future Projects (Newton Properties) 

    Projected Future Uses  Height 

Proposed 
Future Project 

 
Location 

Map No. 
(See  

Figure  3-1) 
 

Current Uses 
 

Primary Uses 
Principal 
Sub-uses 

Proposed  
Gross Floor Area Stories Feet 

Chestnut Hill Campus 

Integrated Science 
Center 

Cushing Hall Site 
and a Portion of 
the adjacent 
Service Building 
Site 

20 Academic Building 
for Nursing and 
Social Sciences 
(65,141 sf) 

Academic Offices, 
Classrooms  

 Science Center –-100,000 sf
 

4-5 70-80 
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